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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 
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No.30, NORWICH, Saturday, June 2ndj 1821.» Ad. 





CHANGE IN THE THEATRICAL MINISTRY! 


“ His Majesty's Servants,” according to the Sporting 
Calend:.r, appear “to be at fault,” at all events, there is 
a schism in the Cabinet, whether excited or not by that 
“contemptible production,” called “ the Theatrical Ob- 
server,” we are not positively informed ; at any rate re- 
signation hy wholesale is the order of the day: the fol- 
lowing is the list handed tous, and we think we can 
vouch for its correctness :— 


MR. ARLAN 

MR. BALLS 

MR. HAMERTON 
MR. G SMITH 
MR. WILLIAMSON 
MR, WILKINSON 
MISS PHILLIPS 
MRS. BALLS 

MRS. HANNAM 


, AND 
MRS. HAMERTON 


As soon as we can get the names of the “ new minis- 
try, the readers of the Observer shall have them, in the 
Meantime we will furnish ‘Billy Black,” in the 
£100 note, with anew Conundrum—ExampLe—Why 
is the new Theatrical administration like a nation 
feasting upon pigs’ pettitoes? I say—do you giveit up? 
because it is a general (tvepick) topic: The 
change we are quite sure’.cannot be for the worse, 
there is some other lumber that might as well bepacked 
up and transported in the stage waggon. We 
would recommend. also, that the Manager and Pro- 
prietor should strike a bargain with Richardson, the 


EE 


o 





"118 


shasman of Bartholomew fair, ‘for tle # Horse-Riders 
Lamps,” and to be quick about it before Richardson, \; 


shonld engage others:ata cheaperrate. Our publica- 
tion ifit does nu good inthe way of Reform, at any rate 
is the vehicle for Theatrical information, and consider. 
ing we have no friends behind the curtain, our intelli- 
gence is tolerably veracious. 





Wednesday, May 30th 1827. 
MR. THORNE'S BENEFIT. 


SWEETHEARTS AND WIVES. 
AND THE CRITIC. 

‘Mr. Toorne who is one of the first scene painters in 
ihe kingdom, and whose unassuming merit makes hi 
highly respected in private life, took his benefit this 
evening © Mr. Thorne was yery ill-advised in selectin 
sucha mass oftrashas “ Sweethearts and Wives,” ‘ind 
the farce of the “Critic,” we thoughthim a better caterer 
than to set before us such nauseous dishes,—the conse- 
quence was as might be expected, “ a beggarly account 
of empty boxes.” This gentleman, who as an artist, 
exceeds any one we knew of, unght to have selected 
some piece where a show of splendid scenery would 
have been introduced, but if it is true, what we have 
heard, the sordid Manager put a damper at once, on 
all hisambitious but praise-worthy hopes:—we give the 
tale, as we have heard it, and from creditable authority, 
Mr. Thorne had painted a splendid scene, representing 
“ Norwich a Port,” with the advance of shipping, and a 
view of the Quay, and which he was desirous of having 
exhibited for his benefit, on mentioning the matter to 
Mr. Smith, he in a moment refused his permission ! 
The Comic Opera was most slovenly ected, Mr. Sher- 
win in Liston’s, character of “ Billy Lack-a-day,” supers 
seded Mr. Baker, our old and deserving favourite; we 
can inform our readers on fact, that an attempt is now 
making “ at Conrt™ to get rid of thisexcellent performer 
altogether, as a singing character, and to give Mr. Sher- 
win his parts, the Lord deliver us say we,! ‘these are 
vast improvements,garely,.’ a nice kettle of. fish they, 
will make of it in the end. Mr, Sherwin a singer in- 
deed! ‘is the Manager mad, or what ails him? The farce 
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of the Critic ; or, a Tragedy Rehearsed afforded someof \’ 
the actors the amusement of punning upon ys, they are:.' 
welcome to Carry their wit-as far as please, theie:» 
career is but short. ‘The house did not-exeeed £45. 10: 


; 





LETTER TO MR. SHERWIN, OF THE THEATRE-ROYAL, 
NORWICH, 


Sux,—Various are the errors to which men are.liable, who put 
too much confidence ‘in their own powers, and not fill they feel 
the lash of rebuke, are they conscious of being guilty of it —You 
undoubtedly, Sir, think yourself ringer on clever, and far superior 
to the audience you appear before, which may possibly authorize 
you in your opinion to insult them, and trample on all laws of re- 
spect or decency. You are mistaken—What can be a greater 

of ignorance than your treatment'of Miss Wirtiams, in the 
“ Night Hag ¢” ought unpretending modesty he made to blush ? 
ought female delicacy be wounded, by such unmanly and disgust- 
jag insituations, which were so conspicuous that evening, by one, 
whoshould have been the protector of the defenceless, and a sa- 
jntary anchor for thém to rest upon. You have nice feelings, Mr. 
Sherwin, which are doubtless to beadmired, if we may judge 
from youractions of late, and your condact on Monpay evening: 
Listen to the words.of Juvenal :— 


‘* Patitur peenas peccandi sola voluntas ; 
Nam scelus intra tacitnm gui cogitat ullum, 
Facti crimen babet,” 


Surely vou have forgotten the intention of the Age, or are you 
not aware it is the school for morals, and the mighty engine, by 
which the absurdities of the age are ridiculed, and ets if 


you are, you are open to censure, and shall not escape it What! 


’ shall the chaste eye ofan audience, be offended by gross obsce- 


nity, or the morals of :sritish youth eontaminated-by blasphemy, 
odious as it was misplaced? shall this oecur, and be suffered to 
pass unheeded ? no—though the hisses of the vulgar, and the 

uny efforts of dandyism, were excited against the individual who 
beac irit enougli to declaim against it, yet the judgment of the 
sensible: and respectable were in his favour—therefore, Sir, in 
future, I would have, it strietly inculeated, that gentlemanly man- 
ners, and actions are the greatest proofs of understanding, and the 
only solid basis by which you can raise yourself, and that vice 
and insult, are the’ natural consequences of a narrow mind ; that 
they begin in mistake, and end in ignominy. 


guished) ) sr OCTAVIUS. 
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-_ “Thutsday, May 3lst, 1897: 
MISS TUSEY’S BEIEFIT, 
SPEED THE;PLOUGH AND ELLA ROSENBERG, 


Miss Tussy, who has been for many years attached to our The 
atre, as Box-keeper, and whose lady-like attention and politeness, 
have gained for her innumerable friends, selected for her benefit, 
the velaable old Comedy, of Morton's, called “ Speed the Plough,” 
As most of our readers have often seen this play, it requires bat 
few remarks from us; asa picture of domestic life it has many 
beauties, there is no lack of interest, the tale being exceedingly 
well told, and confined closely within the range of probability — 
as performed at our Theatre this evening, it was miserably man« 

led, nothing could have been more stupid, with the exception of 

r. Sherwin as Farmer Ashfield, and Mrs. .Brudenell as Miss 
Blandford. Mr..Arlan.as Henry, either from indisposition or 
otherwise, waded apne his part half omg! and half awake ; we 
must not omit to notice Mrs. Baker as Lady Handy, the ci-devant 
farmer's servant, who had subsequently married Sir Abel Handy, 
(Mr. Wharton) nothing could have been more excellent than she 
was in this character. Mr. Balls as Bob Handy, dressed the cha 
tacter badly, precisely that which we should expect from a waiter 
at. a tavern, dangling his handkerchief about in napkin-like 
fashion, his acting was exceedingly good, and therefore the con- 
trast was the more observable, aur. Aulan’s ** Collin’s Ode ” was 
upon the whole well delivered. Mr. Harrison sang his song 
“ We shall never see the like again,” with great melody, as for 
“ The Buy a Broom” stuff, we hopé never to hear or see the like 
again,” for aang oy: us can be more disgusting. 

After the play the Melo-dramatie piece, called “ Ella Rosen- 
berg,” was performed for the first time for this six years past, and 
went off very well; the Music of this entertainment is exceedingly 
pleasing, and the characters full. The lower part of the house 
a age to suffocation. Thereceipts exceeded One hundred 

ounds, 
























To CorresronpEents.—Our best thanks to “ Octavius,” we have 
inserted his Letter. “An Observer,” on the Theatrical Fracas 
is received, and shall appear in our next. We must apologize 
to our numerous readers for the delay in the Publication of our 
last double number, from the arrangement of new type and press 
of matter. We recommend all play-going folks who have not 
witnessed the performance of the new Comedy of a School for 
Grown Children, to go and.see Mr. Wharton in it,as he is.a great 
natural curtosiiy. 
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